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Check against delivery

Madame President,

The High Commissioner for Human Rights, in her report “Realizing the rights of the child through a healthy
environment™’, states that the quality of the environment is a fundamental determinant of children’s right to health and
that “much of the environmental burden of disease on children is completely preventable”.

According to the 2019 Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Service the health of our ecosystems
is deteriorating more rapidly than ever?, and everyone will have to deal with the consequences of this deterioration.
Even the COVID-19 outbreak calls attention to the threats to ecosystems and wildlife.?

In June 2020 to mark the World Environment Day Pope Francis stated: “The protection of the environment and respect
for the biodiversity of the planet are issues that affect us all. We cannot pretend to be healthy in a world that is sick. The
wounds inflicted on our mother earth are wounds that also bleed in us. Caring for ecosystems demands a look to the
future, one that is not concerned only with the immediate moment or that seeks a quick and easy profit, but rather one
that is concerned for life and that seeks its preservation for the benefit of all”.*

We have endangered our own life by failing to care for the earth and we have failed to take care of the numerous
children that at this moment are suffering and will suffer because of, inter alia, detrimental living conditions,
discrimination, ill health, social exclusion, poverty due to the “needs” of sick societies that put profit before human
beings and are ready to leave behind many children.

We would like to ask the panellists which priority steps should be taken regarding children’s rights of healthy
environments in this context in which Governments are dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic?

Thank You!
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